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On July 22, traffic police attempted to forcibly evict hundreds of street vendors from their spots
in downtown San Jose. The vendors, armed with clubs and stones, attacked city hall, and looted
nearby businesses. Two police officers and eight civilians were injured, and material damage was
estimated in the millions of dollars. When Civil Guard security forces arrived on the scene an hour
later, the crowd was dispersed with tear gas. Forty- three people were arrested. Civil Guard director
Col. Marino Donato said delayed police response resulted in greater property damage and looting,
adding that the force lacks a specially trained anti- riot squad. According to Donato, because of
inadequate personnel (428 unfilled Guard posts) the Guard was unable to respond to the riot in a
timely fashion. On July 23, business leaders and legislators charged the Public Security Ministry
with negligence. Presidency Minister Rodolfo Mendez said a full investigation will be carried out to
identify the causes of the Civil Guard's delay in responding to the riot. (Basic data from Notimex,
AFP, 07/22/91; ACAN-EFE, 07/22/91, 07/23/91)
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